
May 6 Council meeting and have someone nominate 
you in order to be considered on the slate of officers.   
 
Don’t Forget to Check Out Our New Council #717 
Knight of Columbus Website 
The monthly newsletters are posted promptly before the 
beginning of each month as well as other information.  If 
you haven’t taken the time yet, please check us out at 
www.kofc717.org  If you have any suggestions for 
additions/improvements to the site, please e-mail me at 
ppolarek@verizon.net .  
 
Changes are on the Way Regarding the Distribution 
of the Monthly Newsletter 
At the April meeting, the membership voted to begin 
sending the Monthly Newsletter out via e-mail blast and 
posting the Newsletter on the Council Website only 
beginning July 1.  The only exceptions would be for a 
small group of members that do not have access to the 
web or have physical limitations which do not allow for 
access to the newsletter.  Included in this and the June 
issue of the newsletter is a page/section where those on 
the current newsletter mailing list are required to 
respond to the options listed (either they provide their e-
mail address or request to receive the Newsletter via 
mail delivery).   
 
Before the April Council Meeting . . . . . 
Thanks to Kim Williams, we had pizza for dinner before 
the April meeting.   We are still in need of volunteers to 
step up and volunteer for a specific month, please let me 
know at the Council meeting or contact me at your 
convenience.   
 
Please Mark Your Calendars  
• Wed., May 6 – Council Regular meeting (KC Officer 
election) 
• Wed., June 3 – Council Regular meeting (KC 
Officer installation and pizza) 
• Wed., July 1 – Council Regular meeting 
• Thurs., July 16 – Police/Fire Appreciation Pig Roast 
• Wed., August 5 – Council Regular meeting 
• Fri., Sat., and Sun., August 21-23 – CornFest 
Weekend and Beer Garden 
 
 

(Continued on page 3, column 1) 
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FROM THE GRAND KNIGHT 
 
My Brother Knights,  
 
This is the time of year that many of us consider “spring 
cleaning.”  We set time aside as well as some cleaning 
supplies.  We proceed reluctantly into various tasks such 
as washing windows, cleaning out closets, cleaning out 
the garage, tackling some minor repairs, putting away 
the winter clothing, cleaning out the gutters, hauling out 
the lawn furniture, and getting the lawn equipment ready.  
While you’re planning or avoiding spring cleaning, don’t 
forget to take some time to stop and smell the roses.  
Remember, it’s the journey, not the destination that is 
important. 
 
Easter Vigil Report 
Thanks to Sir Knight Jeff Whelan for coordinating this 
event.  We had five Sir Knights respond to serve as 
ushers during the Easter Vigil at St. Mary’s Church – 
DeKalb. Thank you all for your service.  
 
Members in Arrears for Dues 
At the April Council meeting, a discussion was held 
regarding members who have not paid their dues.  The 
membership directed the Grand Knight to send a letter to 
those members in arrears asking them to meet their 
dues obligation along with a Knight Alert notice, which is 
the first formal step in the remediation of members who 
have not met their past and current dues obligation.  
Those letters and notice were sent out in late April.  The 
group also discussed a number of options for those 
members with communicated hardships to meet their 
dues obligations in other ways.  However, the individual 
member needs to make contact with the Grand Knight or 
any Council Officer either by e-mail or by phone to begin 
the communication process in order to discuss any 
possible options that could satisfy his dues obligation.   
 
Slate of Officers for Fraternal Year 2009-2010 
A vote will be taken at the May meeting on the Slate of 
Officers for the 2009-2010 Fraternal Year. Those elected 
officers will be installed during the June Council meeting.  
Since no one has forwarded their names for the position 
of Grand Knight, Past Grand Knight Jeff Whelan has 
volunteered to serve as Grand Knight.  We are still 
looking for a member to serve as Deputy Grand Knight.  
If you are interested in serving as a Council Officer in 
any capacity for this upcoming year, please attend the  
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Community Prayers 
 

Anne Williams 
Julie Whelan 
Olga Bianchi 

Lorraine Panttila 
Frank Hoyt 

Jackie Cliffe 
Helen Noble 

Al White 
Dan Whelan (Jeff’s brother) 

Fr. Timar 
Ollie & Mary Carpenter 

Eunice Zenz (Jim’s mother) 
Katie Rogers 

Joe Jordan Family 
Jerry Halbmaier 

Club Hours 
(may vary) 
758-4141 

Bar 
Monday - Thursday .................................. 3:30 - 8:00 
Friday ......................................................  3:30 - 11:00 
Saturday .................................................. 10:00 - 6:00 
Sunday .................................................... 10:00 - 5:00 
Fish Fry every Friday ............................... 5:00 - 8:00 
Price about $6.00 
 
Burgers every Saturday ......................... 11:00 - 2:00 
Fries/Mushrooms/Onion Rings/Soups 

 
*************** 

Remember all proceeds from the 
club help support your council 

 
*************** 

FROM THE  
COLUMBUS CLUB MANAGER 
 
Dear Members: 
 
One third of the year is behind us already. Your support 
of the Friday Fish Fry through Lent and our Saturday 
burgers has been great. We still could use another 
burger team or two.  If interested, please let us know.  
 
In writing this letter in advance, I hope the Drawdown 
and Golf Outing this year will be as successful as this  
year’s previous outings. It would be helpful for earlier 
sign-ups for events to make ordering for dinners easier. 
 
The baseball game sign-up sheet for Sox vs. Brewers, 
Sunday, June 14 in Milwaukee, is on the board in the 
bar. Tickets will be $65 each.  
 
In May, the Thursday night dinner will be Party 
Chicken, prepared by yours truly. For those of you who 
don't know what this is, it's chicken breast with 
mushrooms, cheese, and stuffing, baked and served 
with mashed potatoes, vegetables, etc.  
 
An 80's Prom Night will be held Saturday May 16, by 
Friends and Family of St. Mary's. Tickets will be sold in 
advance for $10 each, or $15 at the door. There will be 
a DJ with contests and also snacks and hors d’ uerves. 
This event will be from 7:30 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.  It is open 
to the public.  Come on down and have some fun. 
Looking forward to seeing you all!! 
 
Thanks to all! 
 
Sammy D. 
Columbus Club Manager  
 

COLUMBUS CLUB EVENT 
 
When:   May 16 from 7:30 p.m.—12 :00 a.m. 
Where:  The Knights of Columbus Club 
What:    THE AWESOME 80's BASH!  
 
Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 at the door.  
 
The DJ will play all our favorite  80’s songs and 
have a few contests!  Dress in your favorite 80's 
outfit . . . rolled jeans, skinny ties,  Madonna, Cindy 
Lauper or come in your old PROM gown and baby 
blue tuxedos!! 
 
Call Sara or Jeromy Olson at 815-758-3179 for 
tickets.  Public invited! 
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From the Grand Knight (continued) . . . 
 
Memorial Day Avenue of Flags 
Memorial Day, 
originally called 
Decoration Day, is 
a day of 
remembrance for 
those who have 
died in our nation's 
service.  Memorial 
Day was officially 
proclaimed on 5 
May 1868 by 
General John 
Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and was first observed on 30 May 1868, when 
flowers were placed on the graves of Union and 
Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.   In 
1882, the name was changed to Memorial Day and 
soldiers who had died in previous wars were honored as 
well. In the northern United States, it was designated a 
public holiday. In 1971, along with other holidays, 
President Richard Nixon declared Memorial Day a 
federal holiday on the last Monday in May. 
 
Please help us honor our veterans with the set up of the 
Avenue of Flags at St. Mary Cemetery in DeKalb.  We 
need volunteers on Monday, May 25 at 6:30 AM to set 
up the flags and again at 6:30 PM to take down the flags.  
Please consider helping with this important tribute.   
 
Vivat Jesus!  
 
Peter S. Polarek 
Grand Knight 
ppolarek@verizon.net 
815-593-0142 
 
 
Fourth Degree Meeting 
 
Fourth Degree members, pencil in May 15 at 6:00 p.m. 
for supper, 7:00 p.m. for the meeting.  Meeting location 
to be confirmed and emailed to all members soon. 
 
 
Police/Fire Personnel Pig Roast 
 
The date has been set for Thursday, July 16 at the 
clubrooms as usual.  Stay tuned for more details. 

Message from Columbus Club 
President 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members 
of Council 717 and the members of the Social Club who 
have supported the Club in the past and ask for your 
continued support thru this year. I am also asking for 
those members who have, for whatever reason, been 
unable to support the club by patronizing the bar, 
attending Thursday evening dinners, Friday fish nights, 
or Saturday burger days, to please do so if at all 
possible.  
 
The past 15–18 months have been especially hard 
financially for the Club. In 2008 alone we exhausted 
nearly 40% of our cash reserves in operating the Club. In 
all honesty, if 2009 is no better we will be forced to close 
our doors or at the very least make some drastic 
cutbacks in the operation of the DeKalb Knights of 
Columbus Club. The officers and directors of the Club 
realize the difficult economic times that many of our 
members may be facing now. It is our fervent wish that 
we will be able to continue operations past this year. We 
will need everyone’s help to fulfill that wish. Please, 
whenever possible think of your club when you need a 
sandwich on a Saturday, some fish or chicken on Friday 
evening, or a different meal on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month when we have a dinner at the Club. 
 
To those members who have not paid their social dues 
for this year – please do so. To those who have 
purchased “500 Club” tickets for 2009 – thank you. To 
those who have not bought “500 Club” tickets for 2009,  
we have tickets to be sold and we would appreciate it 
very much to those who may purchase additional tickets 
now at just $ 10.00 for this year. 
 
Any suggestions or advice on how to help the Club 
survive thru these difficult times would be greatly 
appreciated. You may contact me anytime at 758-2451 
or when you see me at the Club or you may contact any 
officer or director. 
 
Thank you very much for taking the time to read this.  
 
Pat O’Neill, President 
 
 
 

 
BLOOD DRIVE IN AUGUST . . . 

STAY TUNED 
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Knights of Columbus #717 OFFICERS 
YEAR 2008-2009 

 
 
Grand Knight ............................................. Pete Polarek 
Deputy Grand Knight ................................ Dan Sidmore 
Chancellor ................................................. Harry Kellog 
Warden ......................................................... Pat O’Neill 
Advocate ......................................................... Bob Park 
Recorder ...................................................... Tom Brown 
Treasurer ............................................... Ron Cerutti, Jr. 
Financial Secretary .................................... Kim Williams 
Inside Guard ........................................... Kepp Johnson 
Outside Guard ........................................ Russ Rucinski 
Chaplain ......................................................... Fr. Okoro 
District Deputy ........................................ Morrie Benson 
Lecturer ..................................................... Jim Lemieux 
First Year Trustee .......................................... Dan Cliffe 
Second Year Trustee ................................ Barry Melton 
Third Year Trustee...................................... Jeff Whelan 
Past Grand Knight .................................. David Williams 
 
 

Columbus Club Officers 
 

President ...................................................... Pat O’Neill 
Vice President ........................................ Morrie Benson 
Treasurer ...................................................... Al McCabe 
Secretary ................................................ Marty Layman 
Director .......................................................... Dan Rapp 
Director ............................................................ Jim Zenz 
Director ................................................... Steve O’Bryan 
 
 
Andrew D. Mitchell Assembly Officers 

for 2008-2009 
 
 
Faithful Navigator ...................................... Kim Williams 
Faithful Comptroller ..................................... Ron Cerutti 
Faithful Captain ...................................... Dave Williams 
Faithful Admiral ......................................... Dan Sidmore 
Faithful Purser ........................................... Brian Harms 
Faithful Pilot ............................................ Kepp Johnson 
Faithful Scribe ................................................. Bob Park 
Inner Sentinel ............................................. John Dlabal 
Outer Sentinel ................................................. Ron Smit 
1st Year Trustee ........................................ Pete Polarek 
2nd Year Trustee ........................................... Jim Quinn 
3rd Year Trustee ........................................ Mike Schultz 

The following is the new slate of officers to be voted 
on at May meeting: 
  
Grand Knight ……………………………….Dan Sidmore    
Deputy Grand Knight ………………………Bob Park    
Chancellor ………………………………….Harry Kellog    
Warden ……………………………………..Merle Meister 
Advocate ……………………………………No one yet 
Recorder …………………………………...Tom Brown    
Treasurer  ……..Pat O'Neil  with the help of Ron Cerutti 
Financial Secretary………………………. .David Conlin 
Inside Guard ……………………………….Dave Williams 
Outside Guard ……………………………..Kim Williams 
Chaplain …………………………………….Fr Okoro 
District Deputy …………………………….Morrie Benson    
Lecturer…………………………………….Jim Lemieux 
First Year Trustee ………………………..Pete Polarek    
Second Year Trustee …………………… Dan Cliffe 
Third Year Trustee ……………………….Matt Volk 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR WANTED 
  
 
Due to increased demands at work as well as 
increased travel in connection with my work, 
I am going to have to step down as the editor 
of the newsletter.  I will put together the June 
Newsletter and submit it for the finishing 
touch that Cooky puts on it with such flare 
and that will be my last one.   
 
The Council needs someone to step up and 
take this task over past that point.  I would be 
happy to work with someone this next month 
to bring them up to speed on the fine points 
of doing the newsletter so that the transfer 
will happen seamlessly and easier for the 
next person.   
 
I can be contacted by cell phone at 815-970-
1446 or by email at Kepplerj@aol.com at 
home.  I ask each Brother Knight to look 
inward to see if you can devote the time and 
effort to this very important task.   
 
Thanks! 
 
Kepp Johnson 
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Reach over 400 households each month.  For advertising information, call 758-4141. 

Please show your support for our sponsors by patronizing 
and referring these local businesses. 

 
Place your ad here. 

 
Support your KC Newsletter. 

 
Place your business in prominent 

view of all members. 

 
See Sam Dvorak at the clubrooms 

to get your ad 
 in the newsletter. 

 
Contact Sam at 758-4141. 



Fish Fry Schedule 
 
05/01 Williams Team 
05/08 Kalal-Larson Team  
05/15 Klatt/Mataya  Team 
05/22 Doug Edwards Team 
05/29 Jr. Cochran Team 
06/05 Beer Callahan Team 
06/12 Jerry Rogers Team 
06/19 Barry Melton Team 
06/26 Craig Johnson Team 
 
 

Burger Schedule 
 
05/02 M’Lady Team 
05/09 Zenz Team 
05/16 Cliffe Team 
05/23 Tim Rogers 
05/30 Jerry Halbmaier Team 
06/06 Keller Team 
06/13 Kalal-Larson Team 
06/20 Volk Team 
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Team Schedules for May/June 

500 Club Winners (April) 
 
$500  Donnie Hudson (511) 
$100  Patty Lofgren (323) 
Door Prize Tom Schultz 
 


